
Help National Wildlife 
Federation Collect 
One Million Pieces 

of Trash



Agenda

• What is the Clean Earth Challenge
• Benefits of participation
• Steps to participate
• Measure and report your impact
• Resources available to support 

your cleanup
• Questions?
• Contact information



What is the 
Clean Earth Challenge? 

Our goal is to collect one million pieces of trash and 
debris that litter our beautiful land, 

oceans and waterways. 

This pollution has a devastating effect on the health of our 
ecosystems, wildlife, and the planet. By taking the Clean Earth 
Challenge, you can help improve the health of our 
environment.



Benefits

• Remove trash from the environment (healthier 
habitat for humans and wildlife).

• Host an event for Earth Month or Earth Day.
• Engage students, faculty and staff (networking, team 

building).
• Use the Litterati app.
• Help NWF reach our goal!



How to Participate 
in the Challenge? 

• At school
• On campus
• In the community

Host a Clean Up:



Step 1:
Sign Up

www.CleanEarthChallenge.com



Step 2:
Choose a Location

• Inquire and secure permission 
or permits if applicable (for 
example, school/campus 
grounds, a local park, business 
area, etc.).

• Make sure the area you are 
cleaning up is safe and 
accessible. It should be easy to 
walk through to collect trash 
and debris. Avoid any unsafe 
circumstances or obstacles.



Step 3: 
Plan for Special Disposal Items

Before your clean-up, consult school or campus facilities 
services or local city services for special handling and drop-off 
instructions for special items like batteries, paint, or any 
hazardous items that cannot be thrown in the trash.



Step 4:
Gather Your Materials

• Garbage bags: Use two different colors to collect trash for landfill and 
recyclables for recycling. 

• Gloves: Provide gloves for your participants or ask them to bring their own 
reusable or single-use gloves.

• Masks: Provide masks for your participants or ask them to bring their own. 
• Snacks/Water: Ask your participants to bring their own reusable water 

bottles. Provide water distribution centers and bottled water (for those 
without a reusable container). 

• Snacks are a great way to say thank you to hungry volunteers!



Step 5:
Drop Off

Make sure to responsibly dispose of trash, recyclable items, or 
hazardous items at the proper trash or disposal areas. 

Consult your school or campus facilities services or local city 
services to help with the proper disposal of your trash and 
recyclables. 



Step 6: Measure and 
Report Your Impact

There are 3 options to use in order to 
report your impact and litter collection total:

• Online Collection Form
• Download and printable pdf Collection form
• Download the easy-to-use, Litterati app, 

free, in the Apple Store and Google Play Store. 



Clean Earth Challenge 
Collection Forms

To keep track of your cleanup effort you can fill 
out either our Clean Earth Challenge Collection 
Online Form or download and print the pdf 
collection form that are both available at 
cleanearthchallenge.com. 

These forms are designed as tally sheets with 
common items listed and space to fill in other 
items that may be collected. You can either fill 
out and submit the form online or simply print 
out the downloadable form, print, fill out and 
when complete, scan and create a PDF or take a 
photo and email it to us at 
cleanearthchallenge@nwf.org. 

Report your cleanup and help us reach our goal of ONE MILLION pieces of trash!



Litterati App

Download the easy-to-use, Litterati app, 
free, in the Apple Store and Google Play Store. 

• Join as an individual with the code CLEANEARTH
• Join as a school with your customized “Join Code” provided by NWF
• Litterati Quick Guide and Full Guide available
• Litterati New User Getting Started Tutorials on YouTube



Litterati Quick Tips

Tip: Download at home before the 
cleanup. Once you’ve downloaded the 
app and set up your personal profile, sign 
up for the challenge with the code 
“CLEANEARTH”. If you are registering as a 
school, you will then use the custom code 
provided to you by NWF to join the Clean 
Earth Challenge. The cool thing about the 
Litterati app is that you take a photo of 
each item you collect, and the app 
categorizes and keeps track of your 
collection pieces. 

Tip: When you are out on your collection journey, pair up as a tag team and have one 
person use the app and take photos and one person collect the trash. Then switch! It makes 
the process faster and more efficient! 



Litterati Tutorial Videos

New User Getting Started Tutorials – there are 
5 short videos. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLm55z
e--dTjXL0OOc4RvSqCEyKt4sI_HF

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLm55ze--dTjXL0OOc4RvSqCEyKt4sI_HF


Resources Available to
Support Your Cleanup

• Toolkit featuring steps to organize your cleanup, 
promo language, a cleanup checklist, and more!

• Marketing materials (posters, graphics for email 
and social media)

• K-12 specific resources, including activity ideas 
on wildlife, food waste, and more!



Contact Us

• Kristy Jones, Higher Education
jonesk@nwf.org

• Jennifer Hammonds, K-12 
hammondsj@nwf.org

• Crystal Jennings, Youth Leadership
jenningsc@nwf.org 

www.CleanEarthChallenge.com

cleanearthchallenge@nwf.org
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